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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAIUNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 April 2005 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application Is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 04 April 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1, 4, 5, 10, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Matuschczyk et al (DE 101 38 526; US 6,932,888 is being relied upon as an EngUsh language 
translation). 

Matuschczyk discloses an elastic shoe press cover comprising a polyurethane layer (30) 
with reinforcing fabric (3i, 32) embedded therein, and having a constant thickness as measured 
along axially parallel lines. The press cover is shaped so that its inner circumferential surface, 
particularly at the end regions, departs from being cylindrical The inner circumferential surface 
of the press cover end region is sHghtly conical, with an intemal diameter which increases 
outward or inward. This facilitates mounting of the press cover end regions to a supporting 
element. See column 3, lines 4-22. In a particular embodiment, the press cover lOB illustrated 
in Figure 5 differs from a cylindrical press cover lOA illustrated in FIG. 4. The inner 
circumferential surface in the end regions is not continuously cylindrical but is slightly conical 
with an intemal diameter that decreases from the outside toward the inside. This shape faciUtates 
the removal of a press cover that is worn and has to be replaced. See column 5, lines 50-62. The 
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shoe press comprises a rotatable supporting element upon which the ends of the press cover are 
mounted. When rotating, the cover slides on a press shoe pressing on the inside surface of the 
cover. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sakuma et al (US 2002/0028317), 

Sakuma discloses a coated papermaking belt composed of a base layer and a thick resin 
layer. The thick resin layer is formed so that its thickness at the opposite side edges is smaller 
than that of the middle part. This reduces shrinkage of the thick resin layer and curling of the 
edges. The reduction in curling stabilizes turning of the belt and facilitates belt installation. In 
Figures 1(a) and 1(b), belt 1 comprises a base layer 2 and a resin layer 3 formed on the inner 
surface of the base layer 2, i.e., on the shoe side of the belt. In the resin layer 3, opposite side 
edges A and B are thinner than the middle part C. This is equivalently a belt having an inner 
diameter reduced from both ends to the center. Figure 3(c) gives an example where the 
difference in thickness between the end and the center is 1.0 mm, as the thickness of the inner 
resin layer tapers from a thickness of 1 .0 nmi to 0.0 mm. This gives rise to a difference in 
diameter of 2.0 mm (two times the thickness), which falls within the claimed range of 1-15 mm. 
Figure 4 shows a shoe press with a press shoe and a rotating press belt rotating about the press 
shoe. 
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3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Hikida 
(WO 03/085196; US 2005/0145360 is being relied upon as an English translation). 

Hikida discloses a shoe press belt manufactured impregnating a reinforcing base layer 
(12, 22, 32, ...) with an elastic material, hardening this elastic material to form a first elastic layer 
(13, 23, 33, ...) and a second elastic layer (14, 24, 34, ...), and thereafter reducing the thickness of 
one of the layers from the central portion toward the end portions. Figure 3, in particular, 
illustrates a press belt 31 wherein the thickness of the second elastic layer 34, set on the inner 
peripheral surface of the reinforcing base, is progressively reduced from a central portion toward 
the end portions. This gives rise to a crowned shape for the second elastic layer 34. 

The press beU has a thickness of 2 to 10 mm (see paragraph [0025]). The difference 
between the thickness of the central portion and the thickness of the end portions is 2 to 30% of 
the thickness of the central portion (paragraph [0027]). Thus, the maximum difference in 
thickness can be 3 mm (30% of 10 mm). In this instance, the maximum difference in diameter is 
6 mm, which falls within the claimed range of 5-10 mm. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-9 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The claims are allowable for stretching a sleeve formed of an uncured or imperfectly 

cured elastic material between two rolls in the manner as claimed followed by perfectly curing 

the elastic material while rotating the sleeve in a stretched state. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

JP 06-266253 (cited by Applicant) discloses a method of stretching the ends of an elastic 
pressure belt in image forming equipment, wherein the belt is arranged about two fixed rollers, 
then heated, and the stretched by deflection of the rollers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272- 11 92. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained firom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-firee). If you would 
Uke assistance fi-om a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Eric Hug 
Primary Examiner 




